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EDITORIALEuropean Journal of Vascular and Endovascular Surgery in the Era
of Social MediaIt’s 2014, we have a new editorial board, and a new direc-
tion for the European Journal of Vascular and Endovascular
Surgery (EJVES). EJVES Extra is no more.1 In the era of the
Internet, information can now be sent/received/accessed in
the blink of an eye, and social media/microblogging formats,
such as Twitter, take this further. The EJVES now has an
active “Twitter feed” (@EJVES_ESVS) with a growing group
of followers, ranging from medical students to trainees to
vascular surgeons/units to interested lay people to medical
companies to vascular researchers/triallists to vascular so-
cieties, for example. We believe that both European Society
for Vascular Surgery (ESVS) members and nonmembers can
beneﬁt from interaction with the Twitter feed.
For the uninitiated, Twitter is a convenient medium for
twenty-ﬁrst century interaction, functioning as a modern
“bulletin board” (we particularly like the 140-character
constraint), achieving, for instance, the following functions:
1. Announcement of papers
EJVES has always provided authors whose papers have
been accepted for publication with a link to tweet to their
followers. Such authors can now also tweet to the EJVES
feed, engaging readers afresh. Other announcements of
interest, for example calendar dates and trial results, can
also be made on Twitter.
2. Links to previous EJVES Extra papers
These are now being provided with direct links to the
archive (see details below).
3. A forum for cross-pollination across journals/other feeds
For example (i) an open access paper from the British
Journal Surgery, co-authored by a vascular surgeon who is
an ESVS member, has been recently shared2dthis is
particularly telling given that this also highlights the role of
modern technology in how surgeons function; (ii) a taster of
the IMPROVE trial results in the British Medical Journal; (iii)
an interesting article on p-values from Nature; and (iv) an
archaic image of a toe amputation from the Wellcome
Images Twitter feed.
4. Introduction of speciﬁc trends (designated with a
hashtag “#”)
First, #EJVESEditorsChoice, which is a direct link to the
monthly release of anopen access paper selected by the Editor-
in-Chief, Professor A. Ross Naylor.This is provided at the start of
the relevantmonth. Second, #EJVEStoc, which is a direct link to
the table of contents, provided about a fortnight before the
relevantmonth.Third, #EJVESextra, which links to short reports
from previous issues as part of the default #openaccess. This
will be slightly more random. These “hashtagged” trends,1078-5884/$ e see front matter  2014 European Society for Vascular
Surgery. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ejvs.2014.02.019which automatically become hyperlinks, provide an online
indexing function; therefore, clicking on a particular trend
opens up all the relevant (recent) tweets, again, a very useful
function. It is likely more will evolve in parallel with the feed
itself. This is a particular strength of Twitter.
5. Creation of a forum fordiscussion andcreating connections
Twitter encourages direct communication between
groups/individuals (offensive/unwanted “tweeters” can be
blocked). There is a suggestion that Twitter is better than
Facebook for this.3 Other issues, such as posting pictures and
videos (e.g., direct YouTube posts to Twitter) for educational
purposes, have been discussed with the Vascular Society of
Great Britain and Ireland (@VSGBI), suggesting that data
protection principles seem to be moving in parallel, or ought
to at the very least; these are all issues that the use of social
media in the modern era brings up, but they are not in the
scope of this editorial.
SETTING UP A TWITTER ACCOUNT
Becoming part of the EJVES ‘twitterati’ is as easy as setting
up an email account. Open the twitter page (https://twitter.
com/) on any browser and you can create a name or
‘handle’ (which can be altered at any time) with a password,
which will then be validated via your email account, through
which Twitter will also send relevant updates of recent
posts. Again, the Twitter feed keeps you posted via email or
the appropriate app. Users can “follow” each other and
even send direct messages, much like text messaging. You
can then search on your computer, smartphone or tablet
for, and then start ‘following’ (by clicking on the appropriate
button), the EJVES Twitter feed @EJVES_ESVS!
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